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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

K7I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
"I amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 6 sheets. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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Priority 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
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Lack of unity of invention 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain documents cited 
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Certain defects in the international application 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 

^1 the description: 

pages 1-4, 8-10 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



5-7 



, filed with the letter of 



27 May 2004 (27.05.2004) 



the claims: 
pages 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



1-8 



filed with the letter of 27 May 2004 (27.05.2004) 



the drawings: 
pages 



1/4-4/4 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



[~1 the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 

4-D 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
I — I beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which liave been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-8 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1 "8 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-8 YES 

Claims NO 

2. Citations and explanations 



1. This report makes reference to the following documents: 

j Dl: WO-A-9605333 

D2: WO-A-0171051 
D3 : FR-A-2797276 

2. Document Dl, which is considered to represent the 

\ closest prior art, discloses a device for stabilising a 

strip in an installation for coating strip-shaped goods, 
in which a metal strip is passed through a container of 
melted coating material; induction currents are induced in 
the coating material by an electromagnetic blocking field 
in a guide channel provided in the container below the 
melted bath level. The induction currents interact with 
the electromagnetic blocking field, producing an 
electromagnetic force that holds back the coating 
material . 

The inductor comprises an induction coil on each side of 
the guide channel . 

The subject matter of claims 1-8 differs from that 
disclosure in that an alternating current with less than 
500 Hz frequency is fed to the induction coils and in that 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 
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at least two correction coils are arranged perpendicularly 
to the surface of the metal strand to regulate the 
position of the metal strand in the guide channel. 



The subject matter of claims 1-8 is therefore novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



3. Document D2 discloses a hot dip-coating device for 
metal strands, in particular steel strands, in which the 
metal strand can be passed vertically through a container 
of melted coating metal and through an upstream guide 
channel in which induction currents can be induced in the 
coating metal by an electromagnetic field of travelling 
waves. The induction currents interact with the 
electromagnetic field of travelling waves, producing an 
electromagnetic force for holding back the coating metal. 

Correction coils are arranged in the magnetic yokes of the 
main coils of the magneto -hydrodynamic inductor. The 
inductor comprises a row of at least two adjacent 
correction coils on each side of the metal strand. 



That disclosure differs from the subject matter of claims 
1-8 in that a single-phase alternating current with less 
than 500 Hz frequency is fed to the induction coils. 

The subject matter of claims 1-8 is therefore novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



4. Document D3 discloses a device for hot dip-coating 
metal strands, in particular steel strands, in which the 
metal strand is vertically passed through a container of 
melted coating metal and through an upstream guide 
channel, induction coils being arranged on both sides of 
the guide channel to hold back the coating metal in the 
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container by means of electromagnetic forces induced in 
the coating metal . 

An alternating current with a low frequency, ranging for 
example from 150 to 200 Hz, is fed to the induction coils. 

The subject matter of claims 1-8 differs from that 
disclosure in that a single-phase alternating current is 
supplied to the induction coils and in that at least two 
correction coils are arranged normally to the surface of 
the metal strand in order to regulate the position of the 
metal strand in the guide channel. 

The subject matter of claims 1-8 is therefore novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



5. The subject matter of claims 1-8 is also inventive (PCT 
Article 33(3)) because the combination of features defined 
therein cannot be obviously derived from documents Dl to 
D3 in combination. 
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